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Superintendent’s Letter  …...  
  
Hello 
 
Why am I still surprised?  
I guess it’s my age and my upbringing but the other day as I drove around the 
Longman Industrial Estate I had to wait for a large articulated lorry to back from 
the road into a small space on a builder’s yard. What surprised me and what 
should not now surprise me, was that the lorry appeared to be driven by a petite 
young woman. 
 
I mention this not because it says more about me and shows how old and out of 
date I can be,  but to say that I, like many of us, find it hard to throw off the 
stereotypes of our childhood.  Scientists all have white coats on and wear glasses, 
Policeman all have helmets and white gloves, AA patrolmen all ride motorbikes 
and sidecars, Doctors have a stethoscopes permanently around their necks, 
Ministers sit around the manse in their dog collars reading their bibles, Detectives 
have a large magnifying glass in their top pockets which they produce along with a 
bloodhound to look for evidence.  
 
Although I know I am exaggerating, I would argue that we all have this simplified 
view of what people do and who they are and how often do we get it wrong?  Do 
you still say to a friend, even in this day and age, that you have met a dentist or a 
nurse and qualify what you have said by adding “I have met a female dentist” or “I 
have met a nurse and he’s a man” and then go on to stress their attributes in a 
way that you would not do, if it was a male dentist or a female nurse.  And how 
often have you said: “He or she” is “not what you would expect for an X or a Y 
because they are….” assuming that the person you are talking to has the same set 
of stereotype ideas as you do. 
Though this seems harmless enough there is a more sinister aspect to what I am 
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trying to say in that most racism is based on pre-conceived notions of ethnic 
stereotypes, often based on long held prejudice and bigoted ideals.  
All of which have no place in our Christian environment. 
 
As I write this we are preparing for the birth of a child born to parents far from 
home, a child who would grow up to be followed and rejected by his own people 
and unrecognised as the Messiah because he did not fit into the stereotype picture 
the Jewish people had built up for themselves of what a religious leader and a 
Messiah should be.  
 
And at the point when the season of this newsletter comes to an end, Jesus will 
have been put to death on the Cross for not fitting into the establishment 
stereotype for a religious preacher of his day and he will have broken every 
convention of the universe and history by raising from the dead to offer us all 
Salvation and a new life in his name.  
 
Kate and I wish you all a very Happy Christmas and a Happy, Healthy 2019 
 

Kind regards 

 

John  

 

Revd John Beadle  
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Coffee Fellowship  

 
We run a coffee fellowship every Wednesday between 10am – 12 noon.  
 It is open to all and is often attended by church people, visitors from the local 
community and visitors on holiday.  
You would be made very welcome should you wish to come along.  
 

Mid-week Communion   -   Thursday 24th January, 2019    -  2pm 
 
We are aware that some of you are not able to come to church for a full service, but 
would like to celebrate the Sacrament of Holy Communion. 
We are going to try having a shorter Communion service, mid-week, for anyone who 
would like to attend.  
If you would require transport to come to church for this, please contact one of the 
following:    Irene McCulloch  07808 070825  or   Danny MacDougall 01463 790112 
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Kataluma Carol 
 

1. When God sent his son to share our life on Earth, 

No sumptuous dwelling was his place of birth, 

No place in a guest-room or best room had he, 

And his parents were far from their own country. 

 

John 3. 10 

 

 

 

Luke 2. 7  

2. A lowly young girl and a plain working-man, 

Both lacking distinction of class, rank or clan, 

Were parents to him who was both man and god. 

Our own life he lived then, our own ground he trod. 

 

Isaiah 7. 14 

 

Matthew 13. 55,  

Mark 6. 3 

 

3. Joseph and Mary long miles had they come, 

To pay Caesar’s tax in their ancestral home, 

So too had their kinsfolk returned to that place, 

And lodged in the house of their forefather’s race. 

 

 

 

Luke 2. 1 - 4 

4. Perforce to make shift for a lodging by night, 

No space in the guest-chamber, try as they might, 

From every direction their kinsfolk lodged there, 

So Mary and Joseph found no room to share. 

 

 

 

Luke 2. 7 

 

5. Thenceforth to the stall where the animals fed - 

A place in the straw then for Christ’s natal bed - 

For Mary in labour was taken that night, 

And Christ drew his first breath ‘ere morning’s first light. 

 

Luke 2. 5 

 

 

Wisdom 18. 15 

6. No place for a mother, no place for a son 

In  that crowded guest-room  – not even for one – 

But the face of the father then shone forth for all 

From a baby new-born in the animals’ stall. 

 

Luke 2. 7 

 

Exodus 34. 20, 23 

 

Isaiah 1. 3. 

7. Such was the will of his fathering Lord, 

Sharing our nature came God’s holy Word, 

Dwelling among us, we see face-to-face 

Face of the father of our human race. 

 

 

 

 

Exodus 34. 12 - 23 
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Tune: STOWEY (Singing the Faith # 126 ).  Collected in Bridgewater Union workhouse in 1905 by Cecil 

Sharp from 85 year-old Robert Dibble (and named from nearby Nether Stowey, Somerset).   Can also 

be sung to THE GLORY SONG (Singing the Faith # 185), with addition of chorus:- 

                                                                                     So shall we sing, with full accord, 

                                                                                     Birth of our Lord, God’s holy Word, 

                                                                                     Sharing our life and our nature came he, 

                                                                                     Saviour, Messiah, Redeemer to be. 

 

Composition: Copyright © 2018 Kenneth MacKinnon (3rd - 21st October 2018). 

Note: In his Christmas story, Luke does not use the ordinary word for an inn, pandocheion , (which he 

does use elsewhere, as in the story of the Good Samaritan), but kataluma, a guest-chamber.  Finding ‘no 

room’ there, the couple and their newly-born baby had to lodge in ‘té phatne’, the place in the house for 

the animals, rather than in a manger, as such.  The carol explores the implications of this. 
 
 
 
 

 
The above Carol and the following “Some words in Season” are a contribution 
from Prof Ken MacKinnon. 
 
Ken is a Local Preacher with our church, who has been unwell for a while but is 
now on the road to recovery. 
 
He sends his best wishes to you all. 
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Some words in Season 
 

The encounter of Moses with God in Exodus 34 (12 -23) might seem an odd lesson from Scripture for a Christmas reading.   
God promises a one-to-one encounter with Moses, but shields him from a view of his face ‘for no-one may see me and 
live.’  (Exodus 34. 20)    Moses is granted a rear view only, after God in his glory had passed by.   
To encounter God, as it were face-to-face, was denied to Moses.  Here was God indeed, the author, creator and sustainer 
of all that is in our – and every – universe: a mind  so remote from ours, we may not fathom its purpose, an intellect so 
much beyond our own that we are unable to comprehend any of it, powers so great that they would annihilate us on 
immediate contact: ultimate reality, indeed!  As God tells Moses, a direct revelation would destroy him.  Yet these same 
Books of Moses also contain another story, which was often thought to be the first prophecy of the coming of God’s son: 
Numbers 24.17: Balaam’s Star, which would come out of Jacob, far off in space and time – but was nevertheless definitely 
on its way.    This has long been regarded as the first promise or prophecy of the coming of Christ.  In the fullness of time, 
God will send his son to share our life and nature, and at the same time share and display God’s nature in a way in which 
we can appreciate and understand.  The story is also told in the carol Balaam’s Star, a very popular carol amongst the 
Cornish.  (See:  A Book of Folk Carols # 68 ‘Star of Bethlehem’.) 
The Christmas story is probably the most familiar part of scripture to most people today, and we take for granted ‘no room 
at the inn’, the stable, the manger, and the rest.    Much has been made of the inn and its innkeeper in extensions to the 
account – yet actually there was unlikely to have been an ‘inn’, as such, intended in the original text..  The word we 
encounter there in the original Greek is ‘kataluma’ i, and its basic meaning is ‘guestroom’ in the sense of a room in a house 
where visitors could be temporarily accommodated.    Thus – no ‘inn’ as such.     There is however an inn elsewhere in Luke’s 
gospel – and an innkeeper, but it is not here.  It is in that other familiar story of the Good Samaritan ii, and it is a different 
word, ‘pandocheion’, and there is in fact an innkeeper too iii, although he does not seem to have attracted the imagination 
of those who would fictionalise and extend the story further.  If the lodgings at Bethlehem were an inn as such, surely Luke 
would have said so, and used the word he uses elsewhere to refer to such a place.   
No ‘inn’ or ‘innkeeper’ then, but a private household of this time and place, with its guest-room and animal quarters, would 
have been under the management of the ‘goodman of the house’ iv, a warm and folksy biblical term, but its literal meaning 
is ‘eco-despot’, and he is very much absent from the Christmas story, where he should have been busy keeping the place in 
order, and much in evidence in seeing to the proper needs and priorities of a young pregnant woman at full term, on the 
point of giving birth. 
 
Neither is there is actually a ‘manger’ as such in the original text.  The word Luke uses is ‘phatne’ v, a feeding-place.   It can 
mean a manger, as such, but it can also mean the place where animals were fed, such as a stable or a stall.  Corresponding 
words in different languages can have quite different ranges of meaning, which is clearly the case here.  Typical houses in 
this place and time generally incorporated quarters for animals, where they could be stabled and fed at one end of the 
dwelling, away from the people.    Finding no room in the guest-chamber, Mary and Joseph had to make shift and move 
down to where the animals spent the night.     Furthermore, the newly-born Jesus may have had to find his first bed down 
on the straw.   Also, the original Greek text does not say that he was put to rest in a manger, as such, but in the ‘phatne’, 
i.e. the feeding-place, referring to the animals’ quarters or stall elsewhere in the house.   Such arrangements were in fact 
common in rural Scotland up to a century or so ago.  So his ‘manger’ was not any old feeding trough that happened to be 
to hand, but the actual animals’ end of the house. 
Bethlehem, and the family house, were stowed out at this time because the arrangements for counting and taxing the 
population required kindreds to register at their ancestral place of origin.   Joseph is said to be ‘of the house and lineage of 
David’ (Israel’s second king).    This sounds very grand, and makes of Joseph’s family something sounding very special.   But  
it was probably very similar to our own Scottish clans, which today have spread all over the place, and some of which, like 
the Stewarts claim royal descent.  As the Scots saying has it, “Aa’ Stewarts are sib tae the king.”    Stewarts, as we know, 
now occupy all sorts of ranks in society, from travelling folk upwards.   So nothing particularly special about Joseph and 
Mary, except that they, because of this connection, like the rest of their distant kinsfolk, had to register for the census at 
Bethlehem, where their ancestor David’s family had come from.   They were plain, ordinary working-folk, as is evident from 
the opinion of their neighbours and fellow-townsfolk after Jesus had read and spoken in their synagogue.    They refer to 
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both Jesus, and his father Joseph, as a ‘tekton’.   This is generally translated ‘carpentervi, but it can also mean an artificer in 
fabrics, and a general construction labourer.   Joseph might have been skilled working-class, or unskilled, a ‘jack-of-all-
trades’ or even a mere orraman.  Either way, the ‘house and lineage of David’ had earned neither father nor son any 
privileged place in society. 
What do we learn from all this, and what does it matter?   If you are a literalist or a scripturalist it very much does. Scripture 
needs as exact a translation into our own languages of today as scholarship, linguistic science, and research can provide.  
This, after all, is also God’s holy word, and it does in fact provide us with fresh perspectives.  Here we get an additional 
dimension of the deprivations suffered by the holy family: the lack of accommodation and common human kindness of 
their own kinsfolk at a time of their acute need.   We might also in the earlier scriptures linked to these events gain a further 
intimation of the cosmic aspect of this event: God reveals his nature, penetrating the universe of space and time, to make 
contact with us in a way we can understand.  From first to last, God’s Son experiences very much the rough end of the stick: 
he shares our life and nature to their very depths.  Yet his is ‘the face of God’. 
                                                        Ken MacKinnon. Local preacher, Inverness Methodist Circuit  21.10.18. 
 
The keywords are from James Strong’s Concise Dictionary of the Words in the Greek Testament Hendrickson: Peabody Mass 
U.S.A.                                                                          
 
 

i   kataluma    Luke 2.7  Strong  2646: from kataluo ‘to break (journey for the night’, ‘doss down’). hence ‘guest-room’, 
‘lodging-place’. 
 
ii  pandocheïon  Luke 10.34  Strong 3829: literally ‘receiving of all’, hence a ‘ public house’.  
  
iii  pandochei    Luke 10.35  Strong 3830: literally ‘publican’ – hence, ‘innkeeper’. 
 
iv  In the original Greek text, oikodespoton at  Mark 14.14,  Luke  22.11 ,   Strong 3617: ‘goodman of the house’,  literally 
‘eco-despot’. 
 
v phάtne     (…  te phatne   in original text)  Luke   2. 7   Strong  5336:  a crib for fodder, manger, stall (literally an eating place.)    Note: 
the AV/KJV translation of the original Greek text says ‘the manger’ not ‘a manger’.  
 
vi tekton  Strong  5045:   artificer in fabrics, craftsman in wood, carpenter.   It can also mean a general construction labourer or 
orraman / ‘odd-job man’ 

                                                             



 
Issue 67 7 Jan – Apr 2019 
 

10th Company Boys Brigade  
 
The Boys Brigade held an entertaining Quiz Night in November.   They would like to thank 
everyone who contributed to the quiz night fundraiser. They raised a total of £235.  
They also did bag packing with the Dalneigh Company at Tesco on Sunday 2nd December and 
raised a total of £261. All these funds will go towards getting new equipment, activities and the 
company section trip to France next year. All of this gives our young people more opportunities 
and helps to advance the work the B.B. do.  
 
Also a massive thank you to all those who gave us donations towards our funds, those who 
helped to set up and everyone who helped us with the catering and the very kind donation of 
goodies. It is all very much appreciated. 
 
Jason McClurg        Boys Brigade Lieutenant 
 

 
 
 
 
 

100 years of First World War. 
 
During October and November the Junior Section of the Boys Brigade did some research on the 
First World War.  In particular they researched the names which appear on the War Memorial 
in the church on members of our church who had lost their lives during the war.  
 
The following is the results of their research, which you may find of interest.  
 
Stephen Watson      Boys Brigade Lieutenant   
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In Memory of 

Corporal 

Alexander Figgins 

5333, 1st Bn., Cameron Highlanders who died on 22 October 1914 Age 34 

 

Son of David and Annie Figgins, of 21, Greendykes Rd., Broxburn; husband of Annie Figgins, of 59, King St., 

Inverness. A Reservist. Served in the South African Campaign. 

Remembered with Honour Ypres 

(Menin Gate) Memorial 
 

 

                                                                                    
 
 
 

Commemorated in perpetuity by 

the Commonwealth War Graves Commission 
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In Memory of 

Lance Corporal 

Eugene W. Linley 

S/12029, 5th Bn., Cameron Highlanders who died on 18 July 1916 

 
 
 

 
Remembered with Honour 

Thiepval Memorial 
 

 

 

Commemorated in perpetuity by 

the Commonwealth War Graves Commission 
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Lance Corporal Eugene Walter Linley, 5th 

Battalion, Cameron Highlanders. 

 

Eugene Linley was born about 1893 in Inverness. 

 
The 1901census records him living at 

Muirfiled Road, Inverness, with his parents 

Fred [b.1859 Huddersfield?, Yorkshire] and 

Ellen Louise [b.1861], brothers Fred Kay 

[b.1890], Richard Musgrave [b.1898] and a 

domestic servant. 

 

His younger brother Richard Musgrave 

Linley also served in the Great War, with 4th 

Btn London Regiment [London Scottish], Pte 

8029 London Rgt, and was wounded on 30th 

April 1918 and again in October 1918 and 

was twice gassed later the same month. 

 
The 5th (Service) Battalion Cameron Highlanders was formed at Inverness in August 1914 as a 

battalion of volunteers responding to Kitchener's call to arms. The Battalion was in 26 Brigade in 9th 

(Scottish) Division. They moved to train in Aldershot and in February 1915 were in Bordon. The 5th 

Camerons went to France on 10 May 1915. 

 
Lance Corporal Linley was in 'B' Company in July 1916 when XIII Corps was committed to capturing the 

high ground at Longueval on 14 July. The attack was led by 26 Brigade with 8th Black Watch and 10th 

Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders leading, supported by 9th Seaforth Highlanders, with 5thCameron 

Highlanders in reserve. The plan envisaged 26 Brigade seizing Longueval whereupon 27 Brigade would 

pass through to capture the dominating ground of Delville Wood to the north-east. 

 

The assaulting troops quickly fought their way into longueval where they became involved in brutal 

close quarters hand-to-hand action, into which 27 Brigade were introduced in support. On 15 July, 

with all but the northern quarter of Longueval in British control, the South African Brigade was moved 

up to capture Delville Wood. The Germans stubbornly defended the wood for three days defying every 

attempt to drive them out - the fighting degenerating into a hideous struggle amongst the burning and 

blasted tree stumps. At daybreak on 18 July heavy enemy shelling which went on all day heralded a 

determined counter attackby the Genilan 8th Infantry Division. The surviving elements of 26 Brigade 

attempted to reinforce the South Africans who held on until 3rd Division entered the battle to relieve 

the survivors on 20 July. By this time British, South African and German corpses were strewn 

throughout Longueval and Delville Wood. The situation had become quite desperate; German snipers 

made it impossible even to bringup drinking water; casualty evacuation was only achieved at huge 

risk and there was no possibility of recovering the bodies of the dead. 

 

Lance Corporal Linley of B Company was reported missing on 18 July 1916 during the Battle of the 

Somme. He is commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial. 

Source: IWM Collections and Faces of the First World War 
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RAINBOWS  
 
The leaders of the Rainbows thank all those who supported the 
Blythswood Shoe Box appeal collection. 
They filled 22 boxes and also donated to the charity the extra gifts they had 
been given. 
 
The boxes were taken to a very poor area of Bulgaria at the beginning of 
December and the children and adults were delighted with what they 
received.  
 
As several Rainbows moved to Brownies in December they now have 
vacancies.   They meet on a Monday evening 5.30pm – 6.30pm.  Any girl 
aged 5 – 7 years will be made very welcome. 
 
Karen Malhan    Rainbow Leader 
 
 
 

BROWNIES  
 
The Brownies collected non-perishable food for the Highland Foodbank 
and they were very surprised by the amount they managed to collect.  
 
They give their thanks to all who supported them. 
 
Sam Behan    Brown Owl 
 
 
 
 
   



Issue 67 12 Jan – Apr  2019 

INVERNESS METHODIST CHURCH - AUDITED ACCOUNTS  

ACCOUNT BALANCES  as at 31st August 2018 

 2017/18 2016/17 

INCOME £ £ 

Collections 32630.77 36802.30 

Annual Appeal 4430.00 2617.00 

Coffee Fellowship 3345.66 2871.17 

Rentals 313.00 255.00 

Junior Church 2.00 21.25 

Gift Aid Tax Return 9972.28 9091.46 

Bank/Invest Interest 152.82 143.20 

Transfer from reserves 0.00 0.00 

Donations 2688.04 3086.01 

Retiring Collections 424.02 401.28 

Total Income 53958.59 55288.67 

   

EXPENDITURE  £ £ 

Assessment to Circuit 34409.84 37859.41 

Repairs/ Maintenance 1833.34 13097.96 

Utilities 3423.93 3004.07 

Administration 5985.23 3897.55 

Giving 264.20 229.85 

Retiring Collections 424.02 401.25 

Total  Expenditure 46340.56 58490.09 

   

NET Income - Expenditure £7,618.03 -£3,201.42 

 
2017/18 2016/17 

BALANCES   Bank Accounts  31st Aug 18 31st Aug 17 

RBS Church 27166.00 20037.08 

CFB10  Church 3177.95 2701.97 

Closing Balance  £30,343.95 £22,739.05 
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INVERNESS METHODIST CHURCH & CIRCUIT     

ACCOUNT BALANCES as at  31st AUGUST 2018   

 Church Circuit  Total Balance   

RBS Church 2881 27166.38  27166.38  

Legacy for Church development  11268.00    

CFB Church 010 3177.95  7055.36  

RBS Circuit 2873   951.97 951.97  

Balance c/f 41612.33 951.97 42564.30  

Creditors 0.00  0.00  

Cheques outstanding  0.00   0.00  

Actual Amounts  41612.33 951.97 42564.30  

     

Other Funds / Investments      

TMCP 150 Bequests Endowment 2359.03    

TMCP 7240 Surplus Funds 3934.23    

TMCP 14780 Bequests Various 16010.75    

TMCP Model Trust Fund 2.06    

Total  Investments  22306.07    

     

Total Balances  £63,918.40 £951.97   

     

I confirm that these accounts comply with the Charities and Trustee Investment (Scotland) Act 2005 and 
the Charities Accounts (Scotland) Regulations 2006. 

William Munro Ross BA, FCCA Date 15th December 2018  

(Independent Examiner)  
    

     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Issue 67 14 Jan – Apr  2019 

 
 
 
  

NOTES TO ACCOUNTS  
 
Although the accounts look healthy, the margin between healthy accounts and 
unhealthy accounts is very small and that we must not be complacent. 
As you may know we are planning a major change to the church which will allow us 
to have meeting space at the back separated from the church by floor to balcony 
glass partitions. Once completed we hope this will generate community interest 
thus enabling us to offset some of our expenditure and a big saving by using less 
electricity. We have discussed this with Park Community Council who were very 
interested in the project and we hope over the years to offer more community 
based activities again helping us to finance the ongoing mission of the church. 
As we don’t have a caretaker anymore we cannot hire out the halls in the way we 
used to because under the new safeguarding policies we cannot give people keys to 
the church to let themselves in and out. Our plans are to have someone who would 
take on the responsibility of developing the project area and the other halls as we 
need to have healthy funds if we are to attract another minister here for the next 
five years from 2020.   
The coffee fellowship still continues to provide a valuable income for the Church but 
it has to run every week and we need two more people to join the rota.  Please think 
about it.  



Issue 67 15 Jan – Apr  2019 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Church Website  
The church website address is   www.invernessmethodist.com  
 
email address is    info@invernessmethodist.com 
 

Distributor: Phyllis Pieraccini  Tel: 01463 222407 
  
Articles for Publication:   We are keen to welcome news items, articles or notices for publication.  
However please be aware these may need to be edited.  Articles can be submitted at any time 
throughout the year.     Email to:   info@invernessmethodist.com 
 

 
Insight & Plan— If you would prefer to receive the Plan and Insight by email please email your 
address to Irene McCulloch. 
info@invernessmethodist.com 
 
  

http://www.invernessmethodist.com/
mailto:info@invernessmethodist.com
mailto:info@invernessmethodist.com
mailto:info@invernessmethodist.com
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Revd John Beadle and the Stewards thank all those who assist with the running 
of the church and the Youth Organisations throughout the year. 

 
We all wish you a very happy Christmas and a happy, healthy 2019. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 


